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Disposition 33 stops
First (lower) manual Great

Bourdon 16’
Open Diapason &
third octave)

Viol Diapason 8’
XXIth 2" 2/3
Stopped Diapason 8’

Second Manual Recit

Corno di Basso 16’
Principal 8’
Salicional 8’
Gedackt 8’

Flauto a camino 4’

Ottava 4’

Pedal radial 32 notes

Subbass 16’
Octave Bass &
Cello 8
Bombarde 16’

Posaune &

English Horn 4’

II/1,11/P 1/P

Gerard Levi and Sabin Levi

enclosed 58 notes

Principal 4’
Hohlflute 4" (Flute Harmonique reaching to the

XVth 2
Mixture II-IIT 1 1/3
Trumpet &

Nazard 2 2/3’ (reaching to the second octave)
Terza I 3/5  (reaching to the third octave)

Ripieno 2’
Ripieno 11/3’
Ripieno T’
Clarino 4’
Bourdon 16’

Flauta Major 8’
Choral Bass 4’
Corno dolce 2’
Mixture 2 2/3’

6 general pistons x 33 levels (198 pistons)

Mechanical manual action

Pneumatic stop and piston action
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Accompaniment organ at the Grotto of the Nazareth

Basilica of the Annunciation

Nazareth

This liturgical organ was installed in the crypt of the Basilica, at the level of the grotto of
Joseph and Mary. Despite the small height of this church, the acoustics there is of a rare
quality. The organ was made by the Italian organ builder Tamburini.

Unfortunately for the music lover, the organ is enclosed in two separate rooms adjoining the
church and the volume is greatly diminished. In fact there are two organs, with two blowers,
which are controlled by a single console (there is no actual case). The console is placed on a

narrow podium at the back of the choir.

Disposition 20 registres
First Manual Great
Principale 8’
Ottava 4’
Quintadecima 2’
Ripieno VI

Second manual Positive

Bordone &’
Salicionale &
Viola di Gamba &
Flauto a Becco

Principale 4’

Pedal radial
Principale coperto 16’
Ottava &
Quintadecima 4’
XIX-XX 22/3-2

II-1, II-P, I-P

Flauto a Camino &
Dulciana &
Quintadena

Voce Umana &

enclosed

Ottavina 2’
Sesquialtera II

Voce Celeste &’
XV-XIX-XXII
Tromba Armonica &

Tremulant

32 notes
Flauto Dolce 8
Corno 4’
Trombone 8’

Clarone 4’

Aumentatore (Rollschweller) + volume indicator

Presets: Ripieni, Anche Ped., Tromba 2 (at the Pedal), Gravi, Sopra, Manual Tutti,

Ripieni I, Ripien: IT
Five free pistons

Electric manual and stop action
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Organ at the Basilica of the Annunciation
Nazareth

The existence of an organ in Nazareth in the 18" century is confirmed by the testimony of
the German organist Eliezer Horn. He mentions in his letters about an 8-stop organ made by
the organ maker Domenico Mancini from Naples, installed in Nazareth in 1734. Numerous
organs have probably followed each other before and after the Mancini organ, but we have
found no traces of them. The one before the last in date is from the Italian firm Tamburini and
it is still functioning in the crypt. The construction of a new organ of greater dimensions was
made necessary by the construction of the Basilica, a vast and imposing building, constructed
above the old church of the Annunciation. The making of this organ was entrusted to Brother
Delfin Taboada. The inauguration took place on I1™ of October 1982 and on this occasion a
concert was given by the Franciscan organist, Alberto Cerrone, organist of the Saint Mary of
the Angels Basilica in Assisi.

The console is placed at the center of the choir of the upper church, and it is attached to the
organ by a cable.

Disposition 38 stops

First Manual 61 notes
Principale 16’ Ripieno V 2
I Principale & Flauto Traverso &
II Principale 8’ Flauto in VIIT 4’
Ottava 4’ Sesquialtera II
Duodecima 2 2/3’ Voce Humana &
Decimaquinta 2’ Tromba &
Decimanona I 1/3 Chiarina 4’
XXI-XXVI T’
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Second manual

Pedal

Couplers /L, 1I/P1/P1/14, 11/116,
Transposing couplers: II/I1 4 and 16", 1/1 4" and 16, 11/p 4, I/P 4’

Organ Culture in Israel and Palestine

Principale 8’
Ottava 4’
Decimaquinta 2’
Ripieno IV
Bordone 8’

Flauto a Camino 4’

Nazardo 22/3’

radial

Contrabasso 16’
Ottava 8
Quintadecima 4’

Ripieno IV

Recit

enclosed

Flautino 2’

Flauto in XVII 1 3/5
Piccolo T’

Violetta &

Voce Celeste 8’

Oboe &

Tremulant

32 notes

Bordone &
Flauto 4’
Bombarda 16’

Trombone &

General transposition device (seven positions)
Great reeds off
Oboe 8'/1I off
Pedal reeds off

Presets: Ripieno G.O., Ripieno Recit, Ripieno Pedal, Forte Generale, Piano, Pedale Crescendo

Seven general pistons, four divisional pistons for each divison

Electric manual and stop action
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The organ of the Benedictine Church

Benedictine Monastery

Tabgha (on the shore of the Lake of Tiberias)

This little accompaniment organ was built in 1980 by Oberlinger and belongs to the
Benedictine Monastery in Tabgha

One manual and pedal, without independent pedal stops

Gedeckt 8
Flute 4’
Flute 2’
Mixture

Mechanical manuals and stop action
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Organ of the Trappist Monastery of Latrun

Latrun (Central Israel)

This small organ is the work of the British organbuilder Sir Thomas Casson. It dates from
1904 and has the opus number WO 60S. It was first installed at the St. Peter & Paul church in
Willington, England, where it remained in service until 2001. The Israeli organ maker Gideon
Shamir, visiting England at that time, heard that the church of Willington wanted to sell it
and took care of all the necessary formalities. Shamir installed the organ in the Monastery of
Latrun, and the later was inaugurated for a second time, after almost 100 years, on the 29t of

June 2002.

Disposition 6 stops
Manual 49 notes (no pedal)

Soubasse 16 (not full compass. G. Shamir is currently installing a pedal, which will contain the
enlarged Soubasse)

Open Diapason 8’
Salicional &

Voix Celestes &
Gedeckt 8’ (separated)
Dolcet 4" (separated)

A pedal activated by the knee of the organist regulates internal swell shades.
A preset called Melodic Viol allows the simultaneous playing of the Salicional 8" and
Subbass 16",

This instrument is supplied with an optional twin pedal blower (harmonium style) in addition

to an electric blower.

Air pressure 100 mm
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Positives

Israeli Radio
This little organ which belongs to Kol Israel, the Israeli Radio Authority, is stored at the

Jerusalem Theater where it accompanies Symphonic orchestra concerts. It is made by Mayer

(Germany) and has four stops.

Tel Aviv Museum

The Museum of Tel-Aviv has a small organ made by the Dutch organbuilder Klop. The organ

accompanies concerts of baroque music organized from time to time by the Museum. It has
three and a half stops, all wood (divided keyboard).
Kibbutz Shefaim

The kibbutz (collective village) Shefaim has a three-stop instrument made by Schuke.

Church of the Alliance
Abu Gosh

Mr. Gershon Cohen, who for twelve years was the organizer of the Abou-Gosh Choral Music
Festival, bought a small accompaniment organ and placed it in the Church of the Alliance in
Abou-Gosh. This organ is also made by Klop. It has four stops. Let us note in passing the

great acoustics of this church.
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YMCA building Carillon

Jerusalem

The only carillon in the Middle East is situated on top of the tower of the YMCA
headquarters’ building (across the street from the King David Hotel). Field Marshal Edmund
Lord Allenby, who had led the British conquest of the region, dedicated the new building on
April 18, 1933. The carillon is donated by the Jarvie family, and it is built in 1930-1933 by
Gillett and Johnson, Croydon, England.

It consists of 35 bells of bronze alloy tuned on the five-tone harmonic principle. The console
is made of oak. The range of the instrument is A to d# (two and a half octaves). The largest
bell weighs 3136 pounds. The instrument is well maintained by the YMCA and it is usually
played once a year on Christmas Eve. Visiting players are often being invited to play. In 2003

Mr. Jean Bernard Lemoine was the visiting carillonneur.

Four Old Testament musical instruments, the lyre, the horus, the horn and the harp, are carved

in the eastern, northern, western and southern parapets of the belfry balcony.
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Sabin Levi, Istvan Ella (Hungarian organist), Elisabeth Roloff and the Israeli trumpetist Ilan
Eshed. Picture taken in 1993 in Budapest during the Israeli organists’ concert tour>

Elisabeth Roloff

Born on Germany, Elisabeth Roloff is recognized internationally as an outstanding concert
organist. She has performed in many important cathedrals, churches and concert hall in Europe
(including The Royal Festival Hall in London and Notre Dame in Paris) as well as in the
United States, Mexico, Russia, and South America (Buenos Aires, Montevideo and San Paolo).
Since 1992 Miss. Roloft has given many organ recitals also in the important music centers of
Eastern Europe (Leipzig, Budapest, Prague, Kiev, Riga, etc.). She has been acclaimed by the
critics and has been presented in major festivals as well as in the radio in many countries.

After graduating from the Hochschule Fiir Musik in Cologne, Miss. Roloft continued her
studies with Ralph Downes in the Royal College of Music in London. In mid 1970s she
studied French music with Marie-Clair Alain and while she was based in Paris where she was
appointed “Organiste Titulaire” of the German Lutheran Church.

In 1982 E. Roloff played a concert at the Lutheran church of St. Savior, and later, was asked

to become the church’s organist. She accepted enthusiastically.

Miss Roloft appears in Israel regularly as recitalist as well as with Israel’s many leading
orchestras. In 1985 she performed the complete organ works of ]. S. Bach in the “Bach Organ
Festival’ in Jerusalem, commemorating the Tercentennial anniversary of the composer’s birth.
She is currently the organist at the Redeemer Church in Jerusalem and faculty member of the
Jerusalem Rubin Academy of Music and Dance. Many of her performances had been recorded
and broadcast by the Israeli Radio.

In 198S she started teaching organ, starting her long tenure as an organ professor at the
Jerusalem Music Academy.

Her repertoire encompasses almost any important work of the international repertoire: from

the Renaissance and the Baroque, through the Classical and Romantic period - to the music of
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our time, which she endeavors to include always in her recitals.

Elisabeth Roloff has made numerous commercial recordings, CDs, and audio cassettes of

a large repertoire of organ works by Bach, Buxtehude, Mozart, and Pachelbel, as well as a
recording of “Musica sacra at the Redeemer Church in Jerusalem.” Her most recent CD,
recorded in six different churches in Jerusalem, where she regularly gives recitals, was released

under the title “Orgellandschaft Jerusalem.”
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Valery Maisky

Valery Maisky

Valery Maisky was born in 1942 in Riga in the former Soviet Union. He started his musical
education on the violin, but later he switched to organ, harpsichord and musicology. From
1960 he studied at the Leningrad Conservatory, where he finished his studies with the degree
of PhD. His reputation as a brilliant organist and harpsichord player has led him to give
concerts in Moscow, Leningrad, Riga, Vilno, Novosibirsk and many other places.

In 1973 he emigrated to Israel. There he was worked with many Israeli orchestras under the
direction of (amongst many others): Zubin Metha, Paul Paray, Pinchas Zuckerman, Gary
Bertini, Mendi Rodan, Rudolf Barschai and Sir Neville Mariner. These contacts were the
starting point of a successful career in the West. He got invited to play at the Bach-Festival in
London and Oxford, at the Organ-Festival in Treviso, at the Rubens-Festival in Antwerp, at
the International Organ Days in Diisseldorf and many others. In 1974 he founded the “Israel
Bach Society” where he gave concerts twice a month, which were combined with lectures on the
various Bach organ repertoire. Since 1977 he was very busy playing countless organ concerts
in Germany and many other European countries as well as in South Africa. In these concerts
he played on the most famous organs, for example the Muenster of Ulm and Freiburg, King’s
College, Cambridge, Linz cathedral, Notre Dame in Paris, the cathedral organs in Oslo and

Bergen and many others.

In the Summer of 1980 he was invited as a tutor at the “Stuttgart Summer Academy — Johann
Sebastian Bach” under Helmuth Rilling. Through this a very close relationship amongst the
two artists has emerged leading to numerous projects on the music of J. S. Bach in Germany,
Austria and Spain.

He also was a successful chamber musician, especially together with his brother, the cellist

Misha Maisky.

In his last years he got well known by many recordings and appearances on Radio and T'V.
Valery Maisky died in a tragic car accident in 1981.
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Boris Kleiner

Boris Kleiner was born in Minsk in Soviet Russia, where he studied piano, violin, singing

and choir conducting and graduated with a piano major. He graduated from the Moscow
Conservatory majoring in organ and musicology. Later, he continued his studies toward a
doctorate in Moscow, while studying also in Western Europe. He studied organ for 4 years
with Prof. Daniel Chorzempa at the Bile Academy and also spent one year in Paris, learning
harpsichord with I. Wjunuski. Boris Kleiner is a very busy organist and harpsichordist, traveling
the world constantly. He has played with the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra , the Radio
Orchestra Bavaria and with the Israeli Philharmonic. Since 1990 he resides in Germany/
Israel (Jerusalem). Boris Kleiner is the official harpsichordist of Maestro Helmut Rilling

with whom he has performed the majority of Bach's choral oeuvre. He also takes interest in
authentic instruments' performance and has performed with the Baltasar-Neumann Ensemble.
Currently, Boris Kleiner is a professor at the Academy of music in Trossingen and at the
Academy of Sacred Music in Tuebingen.
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Roman Krasnovsky (right), at his organ music presentation for the Israeli Prime Minister

Yitzhak Rabin (1994)
Roman Krasnovsky

Roman Krasnovsky was born in Donetsk, Ukraine, in 1955. His father was an orchestra
musician. At the age of five he began to play the piano, and resolved to make music his
livelihood.

Mr. Krasnovsky obtained a thorough musical training from high school trough college and
studied at various conservatories in the Soviet Union. As a child he took lessons from the
composer Aram Khatchaturian who urged him to study composition with him at Moscow
conservatory after high school. Yet, the overwhelming impression the great master made over
the teenager Krasnovsky led to an abrupt break of his composition activities. The youngster

decided to become an interpreter of music, not a creator.

He pursued his education and career. He began to perform in public as a soloist of the
Symphony orchestra of the Donetsk Philharmonic Society when he entered the Music College
in 1970. He continued his studies at the Art Academy of Kharkov, Ukraine, until 1979.

As a student he performed with the Symphony Orchestra of the Kharkov Philharmonic
Society where he played keyboard instruments such as piano, harpsichord and celesta. He
frequently performed as a soloist with the symphony orchestra, playing piano concertos of
Rachmaninov and Prokofiev, Gershwin’s Rhapsody in blue, and Johann Sebastian Bach’s six
harpsichord concertos. Continuing to pursue his solo career he performed practically all Bach’s
works for harpsichord. In addition, he was the accompanist of international soloists such as
Victoria Mullova .

Mr. Krasnovsky studied the organ under Professor Galina Kozlova at the Conservatory of
Gorky, now Nizhni Novgorod, Russia, from 1986 until 1989. He has given organ recitals
throughout the Ukraine and as far north as the Baltic Republics, and perfected his playing
in masterclasses held by Professor Leo Kramer of Speyer, Germany, as well as with various
professors from Vienna, Austria and other musical centers. His chief activity as orchestral pipe
organist of the Kharkov Philharmony did not hinder his habit of performing as a pianist,

harpsichordist, solo organist and accompanist of renowned musicians.
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Mr. Krasnovsky immigrated to Israel in 1990, and now lives in town of Carmiel in Northern
Galilee. He taught organ in the Jerusalem Rubin Academy of Music and Dance and he also
teaches piano at the Conservatory of Carmiel. He performs regularly at the organs of the
Church of the Savior and the Dormition abbey in Jerusalem, in the city of Jaffo, as well as

in Tabgha, a small town on the lake of Tiberias. He accompanies chamber ensembles and

he is a soloist of well-known orchestras such as the Israel Symphony orchestra, and also
accompanies foreign performers touring in Israel. His activities also include piano recitals and
TV performances. Dan Shilon, the famous Israeli talk show host, invited him twice to his
weekly talk show on Israeli TV. He has been invited to perform as an organist and a pianist at
numerous events in Austria, Germany, The Netherlands, Switzerland and the United States.
He has taught in organ course in Westphalia, Germany, and was asked for more courses in the

future.
He is presently establishing series of regular organ recitals in his home town, Carmiel.

After a twenty years’ break in composing, the tragic assassination of the Israeli Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin brought him back to composition. Mourning Yitzhak Rabin, an organ piece,
was first performed on Krasnovsky’s annual winter tour to Europe. Both the Cologne and the

Frankfurt public and press highly praised the work and the interpretation the composer gave
himself.

He then went on and gave a first performance of other of his compositions during his August/
September tour to Switzerland and Germany in 1997. Critics welcomed enthusiastically and

urged Krasnovsky to go on composing.

In 1993 he issued a compact disc “Organ Music from St. Elisabeth church,” Marburg/
Lahn, produced by Hanssler Classic LC 98.994. Hanssler Production also released a disc
with various highly praised European organists, such as Hans Hasselbck. Krasnovsky’s

interpretation of Bach’s Prelude and Fugue in D major, BWV 532 was chosen as the first piece
of this disc, LC 98.103. Until now, he has releazed about 10 organ CDs.

This was also the piece of music he had the privilege to perform in a private session to the
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin in Jerusalem, one and a half year before the tragic death
of Rabin. Recently, another compact disc was recorded at the Silbermann organ in Basel St.
Peter church and at the Kuhn organ at the Lenzburg City Church (both in Switzerland). He
also recorded a piano compact disc in the Eckenstein Studios, Basel, Switzerland, in September

1997.

Mr. Krasnovsky’s repertoire encompasses a broad spectrum of music, ranging from the
Baroque to the Classical eras, and from Romanticism to music of the Twentieth Century. He is
particularly committed to Olivier Messiaen and Francis Poulenc.
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Alexander Gorin

Alexander Gorin

Alexander Gorin was born in 195§ in the Soviet Union. In 1980 he graduated from the
Azerbaijan Music Academy with specialization in organ and piano performance. From 1982
until 1990 he has worked as an organ soloist of the Krasnoyarsk Philharmonic orchestra and
has made a large number of guest appearances around the USSR.

From 1983 until 1990 he has also worked as a teacher of accompaniment and as a chamber
ensemble teacher in the Krasnoyarsk Art Institute.

From 1991 he worked as an organ teacher in the Rubin Academy of Music in Tel Avivy, Israel.

In 1992 he participated in the Jerusalem Israel Music Festival and performed in the church of
St. John in Ein Karem.

He is very active as a concert organist in different locations in Israel and also takes part in

concerts of the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra and the Tel Aviv Symphony Orchestra.
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Gerard Levi

Gerard Levi

Gerard Levi was born in Paris in 1936 in a well-known Jewish family - both of his great-grand-
fathers were chef Rabbis of France between 1870 and 1938. His family survived German
occupation during the WWII by hiding in different places and under several false identities.
Back in Paris after the war, Gerard Levi studied music with Marcelle Frank and organ with
Marie-Louise Girod who was appointed organist of both the organs of the Oratoire (main
Reformist church in Paris) and the Victoire Synagogue (main synagogue in Paris).

After high school he turned to business school training, then he was sent with the French army
to defense the dying Algerie Francaise. Discharged in 1959, he emigrated to Israel where he
also served in the Israeli army and fought both the Six-day and Yom-Kippur wars. He has been

collecting continually information about the organ culture of Israel.

In 1981 he and the Israeli organbuilder Gideon Shamir built a home organ in G. Levi’s home
- a 17-rank, entirely hand-made instrument. Since then Mr. Levi’s residence has become a
meeting point of all Israeli organists and organ lovers. Many of them have performed there

private concerts, and many of the international organists have played there as well.

Mr. Levi is a co-founder of the first Israeli International Organ Festival (November 2003).
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Nira Maisky

Nira Maisky

Nira Maisky was born in Israel in 1976. She started playing the piano at five and studied
piano and harmony at the Givataim Conservatoire in Israel. At the age of sixteen Nira began
playing the organ and gave several solo-organ recitals at the Emmanuel Church in Jaffa, Israel.
Aside from solo work and accompanying Nira took part as a singer in various choirs and
participated in master classes and workshops of organ and early music ensembles.

Nira Maisky has studied organ and harpsichord in The United Kingdom (The Royal College
of Music), and Belgium (Royal Conservatory of Music), and is currently studying harpsichord
at the Royal Conservatoire of Music and Dance, The Hague, The Netherlands.
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Armando Pierucci

Armando Pierucci

Father Armando Pierucci, OFM, was born in Maiolati Spontini, Ancona, Italy on September
3, 1935. His desire to devote himself to music was not encouraged until relatively late. He
began to study music systematically when 23, first in Rome with Leonardo Bellonci, with
whom he later collaborated for the realization of two music teaching projects (Educazione
Musicale, “La Pace” editions, Sassoferato, Italy). He studied piano, solfege, harmony and
choral conducting at the Pontifical Institute of Sacred Music in Rome and then continued his
studies in Naples, where he obtained a diploma of piano and choral conducting. Then Father
Pierucci continued his studies at the G. Rossini conservatory in Pesaro where he devoted
himself especially to organ, choral conducting and composition. After having finished long
years of studying, he devoted himself essentially to teaching at the Conservatory, where he
spent eleven years. During all this time, he gave a great number of organ concerts and directed
choirs in numerous locations in Italy and Greece. He composed a lot and also found the time
to edit books in music education.

In 1988 he accepted the invitation to come to Jerusalem and take up the functions of the

late Agostino Lama as organist of the Holy Sepulcher church and Holy Savior Franciscan
Monastery. Since this date he permanently resides at this monastery where he works as a
professor of sacred music at the Studium Theologicum Jerusolymitanum and as editor of the
Italian journal “La Terra Santa”.

Father Armando Pierucci, passionate about music in all its aspects and under all its forms,
devotes a great amount of his time to teaching. At the Holy Savior Monastery he created a true
Academy of Music for all who desire to study music whatever it may be.

His great devotion to music ministry made him engage in the project of compiling and
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writing an accompaniment for a collection of sung prayers in Arabic at the Latin Patriarchal in
Jerusalem, “The Hymnal,” an undertaking which had never being done before. Father Pierucci

has also composed a great number of Masses and other choral works intended for worship use.

Among his numerous works, we cite:

4 Cori su testo di S. Quasimodo ( Berben Edition )
Calido Verde (Berben Edition)
Missa de Angelis Pacis

Missa Regina Pacis

Missa Magnificabant Ormnes

Missa Regina Palestinae

Sonata for organ and choir

The Hymnal

Zabr Er-Rabm - 15 melodies with piano accompaniment
Via Crucis - cantate for solosists, choir and organ

Mathagq Al-Sharg - for piano at four hands
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Pnina Adany

Pnina Adany

Pnina Adany was born in 1968 in Israel. She received her Organ Artist’s Performance Diploma
in 1998 at the Jerusalem Rubin Academy where she studied organ with Elisabeth Roloff. She
was a guest student of Andreas Rothkopf in Saarbriicken, Germany and also worked with
Marie-Clair Alain, Guy Bovet and Lionel Rogg. She is a multiple times winner of the organ
division of the America-Israel Cultural Foundation Competition.

She has performed many concerts in Israel and Europe as a soloist, as well as with different

chamber ensembles, choirs and orchestras.

“Pnina Adany rendered the demanding Toccata and Fugue in D minor with temperament and a

remarkably well-developed sense of grandeur.”(Uri Eppstein, Jerusalem Post [May 30 1995).
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Yuval Rabi

Yuval Rabin

Yuval Rabin was born in 1973 in Haifa, Israel. After completion of his studies at the

Dunie Weizmann Conservatory he moved to Jerusalem, where he continued his studies at

the Jerusalem Rubin Academy of Music and Dance. There he studied the organ under E.
Roloff, music theory, Baroque music and education and gained B. Mus. (1995) and B. Ed.
Mus. (1996) Degrees. In July 2001, having studied under Guy Bovet organ and modern
improvisation he received his “Solisten-Diploma” at the Musik Akademie der Stadt Basel,
with emphasized studies of Harpsichord and Clavichord under Markus Honinger (at the
Schola Cantorum Basiliensis). He also took part in masterclasses and private studies under the
direction of P. Kee, I. Ella, N. Kynaston, I. Melchersson, H. Vogel, J. Laukvik, M. Torrent, ].
Boyer L. F. Tagliavini and A. Pierucci.

Rabin has participated in festivals in Israel, Italy and Switzerland and performed as an organist,
harpsichordist and clavichord-player as a soloist, in ensembles, with orchestras and with choirs
in many countries in West- and Eastern Europe, Japan and in Israel, receiving excellent reviews.
In 1995 he played the premiere of Prelude, Aria and Fuga by the Israeli composer S. Dubnov who
also dedicated the piece to him. He was recorded to various radio stations (such as the Israeli,
Swiss, Slovenian etc.), as well as by MDG (Musikproduktion Dabringhaus und Grimm) who
published his CD Organ Music from Isracl in November 2001 (MDG 606 1072-2). This CD

received excellent reviews through the entire world.

He is a winner of the America-Israel Culture Foundation Competition from 1994 to 2000
and also a winner at the Brown-Roger-Siegel competition for organ and harpsichord in 1997.

During 2000 he lectured at the University of Haifa and in the Jerusalem Rubin Academy of
Music and Dance, where in 2001 and 2003 he gave also a masterclasses.

Yuval Rabin is also a composer and a poet. His poetry book Anachronistically Alien was published
in Israel by the renowned edition HaKibutz HaMeukhad, with the support of the presidents-

house award and an award from the Tel-Aviv culture foundation.
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“Yuval Rabin is involved intensively in the chosen pieces and govern them with bravura.”

(A. Seip, Orgelinternational, 11 / 02)

“Rabin has an excellent technique, which however is not serving itself, but is being used for

musical purposes. “

(H. Klein, Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, 12/01

“Yuval Rabin convinced with accurate playing, clear and unequivocal.”

(I. Hogel, Badische Zeitung 03 / 99)

“In a fully inspired recital drifted Rabin his listeners to a fascinating, rich sonorous world.”
(N. Ben-Zeev, HaAretz, 10/ 96)

“Rabin arranged his time division with eloquent freedom, and designed the phrases with
considerate patience, striking pedal playing and virtuosi ease” (I. Wackenhut, Die Rheinpfalz,
07/ 95)
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Rina Shechter

Rina Shechter

Rina Shechter is was born in city the Tchernovtsy, Ukraine, in a musicians’ family. When 6 she
started to study the piano. After graduating the Tchernovtsy’s music high school she studied in
the Latvian National Academy for Music, working with Professor Valdis Yantzis (piano) and
Asst. Professor Larissa Boulova. She has performed in Latvia, Ukraine and Germany. Since
1991 she lives in Israel where she teaches piano and organ in the Jerusalem Music High School
and performs with The Jerusalem Symphonic Orchestra and the choir “Cantus.” She has made
many solo organ recitals in Israel, including in the Israeli “Liturgy” festival in 1997.
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Sabin Levi

Sabin Levi

Sabin Levi (D.M.A. in organ and D.M.A. in composition, M.M., M.M., B.Mus. B.Mus.,
AAGO, FAGO, Carillonneur Player Certificate) is a composer, organist, carillonneur, and
teacher. He was born in Bulgaria and has studied music in Bulgaria, Israel, France and in the
US. He is a first prize winner of the America-Israel Cultural Foundation Competition (as an
organist, 1991-1992 and 1993-1994), a second price winner of the Mayhew Composition
Competition (1998), and a first price winner of the Anthony B. Cius Composition
Competition (2009).

He has published his compositions in the Bulgarian publishing house Amadeus, MALI
Publishing House, Israel, and Fenwick Parva in the US.

Sabin Levi has concertized as a pianist, composer, organist and carillonneur in Bulgaria, The

Czech Republic, Serbia, Hungary, Israel, France and the US.
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Agostino Lama

Agostino Lama

Agostino Lama was born in Ramleh, Palestine, on August 28, 1902 of unknown parents.

He entered the orphanage at the Holy Savior Monastery in Jerusalem in 1908 and stayed
there until 1916. He was taught music by the priests there, and became greatly interested in
organ playing, finally becoming the organist of Holy Sepulcher Church and the Holy Savior
Monastery, a position he held until the end of his life. He worked also as a choir conductor, a
mission which required on his part the creation of a music school. He separated the children
(at that time, only boys were allowed to sing) into four classes: smallest, who memorized how
to sing the “Kyriale” (eighteen masses), intermediates, who learned music theory, advanced,
who learned polyphonic singing, and adolescents, who received yet more detailed instruction.
During the War of Independence (1948), Agostino Lama who lived with his family near the
Holy Savior Monastery, found himself cut off by the front of fighting which later became the
cease-fire line between Israel and Jordan. He obtained permission to return to the Old City
only after the end of the war, and took up again his duties as an organist.

Agostino Lama was active as an organist, music teacher and choir conductor and he also left

a large number of choir compositions which today make up an integral part of the sung
masses at the parish church of the Holy Savior. The monastery owns numerous autographed
compositions of his, including Tantum Ergo, Salve Regina, Pangue Lingua, etc.

He is author of some organ compositions too, including his Variations on Steele Nacht. He played
a composition of his own (Finale) at the inauguration of the new Rieger organ at the Holy
Sepulcher church in 1933.

Agostino Lama, who devoted all of his life to music at the Holy Sepulcher and the Holy
Savior, died in 1985.

The information concerning the late Agostino Lama was conveyed to us by his friend, student,
and successor Father Antoine Foley, OFM, who for more than forty years directed the
orphanage and the parish choir at the Holy Savior monastery.
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Juan Onasiss

Juan Onasiss

Juan Onasiss, a painter and a musician, was born in Uruguay. He studied painting with
Edmundo Pratti and organ with Angello Turiziani, both from Italy. In 1969 he immigrated
to Israel, where he became the principal organist of the church of St. Immanuel in Jaffo, a
position which he holds until the present. Mr. Onasiss is active both as an organist and an
artist. Recently, he finished series of murals at the Petah-Tikva Municipal Conservatory.
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Ina Doudikova

Ina Doudikov (nee Shoumaiskaya) was born March 17, 1955 in Shpola, Ukraine. She studied
music in Sverdlovsk, and later entered the Music Academy, where she specialized in choir
accompaniment

In 1989 she immigrated to Israel and now lives in Jerusalem. She is working as an accompanist
for the children choir Ankor and the Oratorio choir.

Later, she started studying organ at the Rubin Academy of Music in Jerusalem, first with
Roman Krasnowsky, then with Elisabeth Roloff.

Mrs. Doudikov is a member of the Symphonic Orchestra of the Jerusalem Radio (organ) and
also gives frequent organ concerts at the Church of the Dormition. In 2000, she was named
organist of the Saint-George Anglican Cathedral of Jerusalem.
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Gideon Shamir at the console of his practicing organ at the Tel Aviv Music Academy

Gideon Shamir

Gideon Shamir, the only active organbuilder in Israel, was born in 11.11.1939 in Tel Aviv,
Israel. He started playing the piano in the age of 6. Later he studied in the The Aviv music
high school (conservatory) with Professor Karol Klein. From 1956 until 1959 he studied

in London, where he studied piano with Kendall Taylor and organ with Richard Leighton,
organist of the St. Paul Church in Knightsbridge. In 1959 Gideon received a first prize

for piano which was given to him by Queen Elizabeth. He also performed a concert in the
Royal Festival Hall - he performed the Piano Concerto in F minor by Chopin and later also
participated at the Chopin piano competition in Warsaw. While in London he also made a
personal connection with Noel Mander.

His experience as an organbuilder started in 1963-64 when he worked in the German
organbuilding firm “Walker.”

In 1965 he becomes involved in the foundation of a music school in Ashdod, Israel, later
becoming director of the school for 12 years. In his spare times he built small pipe organs - he
later presented some of them at the Frankfurt Music Fair in 1975. After this event he started
accepting orders for building new instruments in Israel.

In 1977, he founded in kibbutz Beit-Hemek an organbuilding workshop, called “Galilea
Sounds”. This workshop specialized in positive” organbuilding.

In 1981, he decided to open his own workshop which is still open today. After an additional
training in Ludwigsburgen in 1983, during which he make and brought back to Israel a choir
organ for the Weizman Institute in Rehovot, he devoted himself entirely too organbuilding.
Since then he has made many instruments in Israel - in Haifa (The Hecht Museum), Rechovot
(an organ for the Weizmann Institute), Tel Aviv (for the Tel Aviv Music academy), as well as
many private instruments. One must note that the tireless activity of Gideon Shamir in this
area is a veritable work of a pioneer, frequently met with opposition from the Israeli cultural

society.
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Delfin Fernandez Taboada

Delfin Taboada

Brother Delfin Fernandez Taboada, OFM, was born on the 4* of April 1924 in the village of
Bodano, near Ponteverdra, in west Galicia, at an equal distance from Santiago de Compostela,
to the north, and from the border of Portugal to the south. He is the son of a large family
with a very moderate income. In 1938, during the civil war, he entered the Franciscan seminary

college of Herbon.

He made his simple vows in 1943 and became interested in music and organs because of
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Brother Manuel Fernandez, organ builder and maker of harmoniums in Lugo (Galicia). He
visited the Holy Land in 1949, and later studied in the G. Verdi Conservatory in Milano

- he studied music and organ building. He got very interested in electromagnetic action

and electrification of organs during his visits to the Italian organbuilders Costamagna and
later Tamburini. When he returned to Jerusalem he became an organbuilder attached to the
Franciscan Monastery St. Savior in the old city of Jerusalem. Since then he has constructed,
restored or repaired a very large number of instruments. Among them is the large organ in the
Nazareth Basilic and the transept organ in the church of St. Sepulcher. He also rebuilt and
electrified the organs of St. Catherine in Bethlehem and the organ in the church of St. Savior
in Jerusalem and built the organs of the Latin Patriarchate, the Gethsemany church (both in
Jerusalem) and, more recently, the organ at the Benedictine church at Abu-Gosh.

In 1953 Brother Delfin received the Silver Palm Leaf of Jerusalem which was awarded to him
by the Cardinal of Furstenberg, Grand Master of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulcher.
He was also decorated with the Great Cross of the Order of Isabelle the Catholic in 1979.

In the last years of his life, Brother Delfin suffered the anguish of seeing the organbuilding
workshop to which he had devoted his entire life closed, no doubt due to the lack of interest
in which the organ and organ music have fallen in the Franciscan churches of the Holy Land.
His last woe, without a doubt the most stinging disappointment of his life, was to see himself
obligated to dismantle, by his own hands, the magnificent organ at the Saint Catherine Church
in Bethlehem, to which he had dedicated so many years of his life, in order to allow the
enlargement of this church for the occasion of the Pope’s visit in 2000. After the ceremony, a
new organ was ordered from Rieger and the old one remains to this day in the cellars of the
Franciscan Custodianship of the Holy Land.

Brother Delfin Taboada died in Jerusalem in 2002.
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Israeli Music for Organ

Alexander, Haim

De Profundis

Drischat Schalom mi Yeruschalaim
Jewish songs

Ostinato

The Bridge between East and West
Three portraits

Ben-Haim (Frankenburger), Paul
Fanfare for Israel

Pastorelle

Prelude

Ben-Shabetai Ari
Magrepha 11

Bibik, Valentin
Andante
Concerto, for organ

Unto Thee, O Lord, do I lift my soul

Boehm, Yohanan

Organ book

Braun, Yeheskel

4 manualtier pieces

Crzellitzer, Franz
Fassacaglia
Prelude and Fugue’

Theme and Variations

Dimov, Ilya
Four Preludes

Dorfman, Joseph
Phantasy for Organ
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Dubnov, Shlomo
Prelude, Aria and Fuga

Ehrlich, Abel

Bakashot

Friendship in K. Organ, 4 hands
Tsimche Kerach / Ice Plants

Und verstand das gesicht - for female voice and organ

Fleischer, Tsippi

Spielmobil - 12 miniatures for organ and harp

Galay, Daniel
Yuval

Geiman, Arie

Apocalipse

Gelbrun, Artur

Intrada and Passacaglia

Gilboa, Jacob
3 Strange Visions of Hieronymus Bosch
Prelude, Prayer and Fugue

Haubenstock-Ramati, Roman
ANo Tutle”

Catch IIT

Shapes I

Iranyi, Gabriel
Shir ba=ma=olot [ Sonata
Tempora

Junger Erwin

4 Inventions

Krasnovsky, Roman
Cyprus’ Nights
Entweder Menuett oder Polonaise - Toccata

European Triptych
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Mourning Itzhak Rabin

On a bycicle through Basel
Sarabande

Spartacus

The Swan

Three Organ Symphonies
Ursula

Variations on a Dutch theme

Viewing Saint Elizabeth’s Church in Marburg

Lazar, Simon

Modulations - for organ and tape

Levi, Sabin

8 Choral Preludes

Ballade

Black Marigolds (cycle of three pieces)

Canzona

Concerto Grosso H2 for chamber ensemble and
organ Echo - for two organs (or organ and
harpsichord) Erendira

Meditations (an ongoing project)

Sonata for organ, trumpet and violin

The Raven

Liebman, Michael
De Profundis

Ma’ayani, Ami
Arabesque #5 for organ

Paporisz, Yoram

Fantasia_for Organ

Rabin, Yuval
Recit de Cornet

Zmirot

Salomon Karel

Invention

6 Pieces based on Traditional Tunes for Organ
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Amos

At the Sound of the Ram’s Hom
Fanfare

Far from Zion Came the Law
In the Beginning

In the Hands of the Poor

3 Preludes

Samuel, Yohanan

Orgelwerk

Schuster, Giora

Intrada and Passacaglia Piccola

Steinberg, Ze'ev

Preambulum, Fughetta, Toccata and Imitatio

Tal, Josef
Kol ha kawod - Salve venia

Val, Emanuel
Sonata #2 for organ - AJewish(@)
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The Organs of Israel and Palestine

Number Name Builder Country  Date  Setup  Stops
Jerusalem
i Augusta Victoria hospital Sauer Germany 1910 2M.+P. 23
2, Austrian Hospice Rieger Austria 1910 2M.+P. T
3 Brigham Young University Marcussen Denmark 1987 3M.+P. 39
4. Church of the Visitation Costamagna Italy 1 M. +P. 8
% Dormition abbey Oberlinger Germany 1980 3M.+P. 38
6. Dormition abbey Oberlinger Germany 1980 2M.+P. 8
& Ecce homo church Mader France 1893 2M.+P. 16
8. Gerard Levi's residence Shamir Israel 1992 2M.+P. 17
9. Gethsemany church Taboada Spain 1984 2M.+P. 8
10. Italian sisters of Bethany
11. James Monson residence Bosch Germany 1971 2M.+P. 14
12. Jerusalem Music Academy Shamir Israel 1980 2M.+P. 14
13. Latin Patriarchate Taboada Spain/Israel 2M.+P. 15
14. St. George Rieger Austria 1984 2M.+P. 31
15. St. John Mauracher Austria 1893 2M.+P. 14
16. St. Peter of Zion Mader France 1898 2M.+P. 10
17 A St. Savior church Fuhrer Germany 1965 I M. +P. 5
18. St. Savior Lutheran church Schuke Germany 1971 2M.+P. 21
19. St. Savior monastery Vegessi-Bossi Italy 1910 3M.+P. 42
20. St. Sepulcher church Rieger Austria 1982 2M +P. 39
21. St. Sepulcher church Tamburini Italy 1969 2M.+P. 27
22. St. Stephen Mauracher Austria 1900 2M+P. 14
23. Tourist Office Old City Agati Italy 1847 1M.+P. 10
24. YMCA center Austin USA 1932 4 M. +P. 47
Bethlehem
25, Bethlehem University Roetlinger France 1961 2M.+P. 14
26. Church of the Nativity (new)  Rieger Austria 2002 3M.+P. 51
27. Church of the Nativity (old) Taboada Spain 1955 3M.+P. 55
28. Lutheran church Dinse Germany 1892 2M.+P. 26
29. Silesian church Vegessi - Bossi Italy 1906 2M. 4P, 10
Ramallah
30. Latin church
3L Lutheran church Walcker Germany 1 M. +P. 6
Beit Hanina
32 Church of Beit Hanina
Abu Gosh
33, Crusaders' church Taboada Spain 1986 1 M. +P. 9
Asseret
34. Transportable organ Shamir Israel 1994 I1M.+P. 8
35. Transportable organ Shamir Israel 2002 2M. v
Tel - Aviv - Jaffo
36. Ami Maayani residence Shamir Israel 1988 2M.+P. 9
37 Church of St. Anthony Rieger Austria 1896 2M.+P. 13
38. Church of St. Imanuel Paul Ott Germany 1977 2M.+P. 17
39. Music Academy Eule Germany 2001 3M.+P. 39
40. Music Academy Shamir Israel 1991 2M.+P. 17
41. Zeev Steinberg residence Shamir Israel 1985 1M 6
Petach Tikva
42. Jacob Muskat residence Shamir Israel 1993 2M AP, 11
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Haifa
43. Carmelite monastery Vegessi - Bossi Italy 1896 ZM.+P 11
44. St. John church Binns U.K. 1914 2M. +P. 8
45. University of Haifa Shamir Israel 2000 2M.+P. 33
Nazareth
46. Nazareth crypt Tamburini Italy 2M. +P. 26
47. Nazareth basilica Taboada Spain 1982 2M.+P. 38
Tabgha
48. Tabgha monastery Oberlinger Germany 1980 1 M. +P. 4
Latrun
49. Latrun monastery Casson U.K. 1904 1 M. +P. 7
Positives
50. Jerusalem radio Mayer Germany M. B
0 Tel Aviv museum Klop The Netherlands 1M. 4
52 Kibbutz Shefaim Schuke Germany 1M 3
53. Alliance church Abu Gosh Klop The Netherlands 1 M. 4
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